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as It will, on the contrary, finally set at rest all   the^ doubts anl apprehensions,
entertained- in the States and clarify the-especialposition of the States withjn the
Empire.   The Princes, realising full well  that they are  bound   to  their brethren
in  British India by ties of-blood,  race  and   religion have no desire,to hamper
the attainment of Dominion Status by British India or to.be a drag on  it$ cons-
titutional advancement.   Nothing is   further' from   their desire than to break up
the country into two discordant halves, warring againsjt each other,, in  fratricidal
feuds and   they, as earnestly, look forward to the unity of India as their friends,
the political leaders of British India.
kt> Any attitude of undue incompatibility on the part of the Princes would be
both unpatriotic and unreasonable. They have in the past repeatedly emphasised
their sympathy with the legitimate aspirations of their fellow countrymen in British
India, and they went a step further at the Bombay Conference in June last when
they cordially welcomed the attainment of Dominion Status by British India as an
integral part of the British Empire.
" In my speech at the Administrative Conference, delivered only a month ago,
after expressing the hope that the rumours were true about the Round Table
Conference to be convened by the Imperial Government I went on to state 'hat
the sympathy and support of the Princes would be forthcoming in a very substan-
tial manner at such a Conference. Though various important details have yet
to be considered and agreed upon, the Princes are not unmindful of the full
implications of Dominion Status, now happily assured to India, They have
openly given expression to the belief that the ultimate solution of the Indian
problem and the ultimate goal—whenever circumstances are favourable and the
time is ripe for it—is federation which word has no terror for the Princes and the
Government of States.
"Ever since 1918, the Princes have been asking for some means of joint
deliberation on questions of common concern affecting British India as well as
the States, Customs Duties, excise, salt and opium, railways and means of trans-
poit and Inter-communication, including aerial navigation, posts and telegraphs,
wireless and radio broadcasting as well as the fiscal and financial problems of
coinage and currency^ banking and exchange—these are all questions affecting
and demanding joint deliberation between the Governments of the country* The
policy hitherto pursued in the absence of joint deliberation has been not only
unjust to the interests of the States but has benefited the Government and
the people of British India at the expense of the States.
'* The Princes thus have for long been anxious for an equitable and satis-
factory settlement as regards the future position of the States in the policy of
India of the future. This was one of their chief objects in asking for the appoint-
ment of the Indian States Committee; but in the Butler report this aspect of
the Indian States1 problems has not been dealt with and I anticipate that good*~
and not harm—will come to the States by this question being seriously dealt
with between the Imperial Governments, the Viceroy and the Governments of
the States by separate negotiations as well as by discussions at the Conference*
The wisdom of having the Butler Committee appointed will now be more apparent.
* "What the Princes have all along contended and attached importance to
is a just recognition of the correct position of the States and adequate guarantees
and safeguards for the preservation and maintenance of the Princes' honourable
position as < perpetual allies and friends > and for their rights and privileges as
such in any new policy devised for the governance ot the country. They
naturally lay special stress upon an obvious point, namely, that in any new
arrangement under the Dominion form of Government, any adjustment of their
future relations with British India should be settled only with their free consent,
on^ terms just and honourable and satisfactory to the States as well as to
British India. The States cannot be expected to agree to any proposals involving
a violation of their treaties or infringement of their sovereign rights and internal
autonomy and independence.
*' British India and the States have existed  for a great many years indis-
putably side by side as  two separate parts  with mutual advantage, and  it is
impossible to believe that they cannot so exist in the future without anyone
to encroach upon the rights of the  other, wanting the States to merge

